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AusVELS: Level 5
Historical Skills – Historical questions and research (ACHHS100, ACHHS101)

Before we go
•	 As a class, discuss what land in the 

local area might have looked like when 
it was first settled, and why it may have 
been chosen as a place to live.

•	 In small groups, students discuss how 
early settlers may have lived. 

•	 Explain that as more people come to an 
area there is a need for infrastructure 
to support them (e.g. health, transport, 
utilities, housing, recreation). Ask groups 
to suggest how infrastructure in the 
area may have changed over time.

•	 Using the internet and local historical 
information, groups research and list 

(in order of priority) the infrastructure 
early settlers may have needed as the 
population increased. Compare the 
findings to earlier suggestions. 

•	 Students research the original 
infrastructure still existing in the local 
area (e.g. railway station, original 
farmhouse, bakery, sports oval) and use 
local maps, a street directory or online 
maps to identify where they are located.

•	 Explain to the students that they will be 
going on a walk of the local area, to 
observe some of the mapped historical 
infrastructure and see changes that 

have occurred to it over time. Prepare 
and print a map of the route for the 
class to take.

•	 Discuss the Our historical sites chart 
(p.3), which students will use on the 
walk to record information about the 
infrastructure. 

•	 Explain to students that they need to 
closely observe features of the route 
so that later they can create a map of 
the walk. 

•	 Teacher note: Take a camera to 
photograph the infrastructure and key 
features on the route.
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Out and about
•	 As you walk, encourage students to 

observe interesting features of the 
walking route and record them on the 
printed map.  

•	 Using the Our historical sites chart, 
students record information about 
the historical infrastructure in their 

local area. Students can also take 
photographs or draw sketches.

•	 As you walk, encourage students to 
think about the way the early settlers 
may have lived and why particular 
locations were selected to build certain 
infrastructure (e.g. a train station is near 

the main street to allow easy access; 
the town centre is at the top of a hill to 
avoid flooding). Stop students regularly 
to ask what they are recording, and 
so that they can share their responses 
with others. 
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Suggested time
Before we go: 90 minutes
Walk: 60 minutes
When we get back: 90 minutes

Key learning outcomes
Students will be able to:
•	 identify the reason why people settled in their local area
•	 identify the infrastructure the early settlers needed to 

support themselves
•	 use a range of relevant sources to research  

the history of the local area
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Useful links
Walking Maps
www.walkingmaps.com.au
Local historical societies
www.historyvictoria.org.au/

When we get back
•	 Students share the information from 

their Our historical sites chart, drawings 
or photographs with the class. 

•	 Explain to students that they will create 
a walking map, for use by the school 
or community, of the local area that 
highlights the historic infrastructure 
they observed.

•	 In groups, students write a short 
description of one of the different 
infrastructures, identifying how it may 
have changed over time, and including 
a photograph or sketch. 

•	 As a class, create the walking map, 
discussing the route, placement of the 
infrastructure with summary and image, 

and other key information. Create the 
map online using Walking Maps. For 
guidance, refer to the Teacher’s guide to 
Walking Maps.  

AusVELS Level 5
Strand Sub-strand Elaboration

Historical Skills Historical questions and research 
Identify questions to inform an historical inquiry 
(ACHHS100) 

•	 developing key questions about the local community or 
region (for example: ‘Why was the area settled?’ ‘What 
people came to live in the area?’ ‘How did they make 
their living?’ ‘How did men, women, and children live?’) 

Identify and locate a range of relevant sources 
(ACHHS101)

•	 using internet search engines, museums, library 
catalogues and indexes to find material relevant to an 
inquiry (for example primary sources such as stories, 
songs, diaries, official documents, artworks)

Suggested assessment
Assess student’s ability to:
•	 recognise and identify reasons why people settled in their local area

•	 recognise and identify the infrastructure needed to support early settlers

•	 use a variety of data sources to aid their research

Further connections  
Students and their families could: 
•	 visit local museums to learn more about the early days of settlement

•	 speak to elderly residents about what the area looked like when they 
first arrived 

•	 visit a local cemetery to find clues about the early settlers 

•	 complete a Smart Steps: for Families – Activity Sheet at home

Resources
•	 research resources (e.g. photographs, local 

maps, local council website, local historical 
society website, local information brochures, 
history reference books)

•	 map of local area or street directory
•	 Our historical sites chart (p.3) (one per student)
•	 digital camera or smart phone 
•	 computer 
•	 drawing paper (optional)
•	 coloured pencils (optional)

www.walkingmaps.com.au
www.historyvictoria.org.au/
www.walkingmaps.com.au
http://www.victoriawalks.org.au/Assets/Files/6287%20VWI%20Primary%20Teachers%20Guide%20to%20Walking%20Maps%20LORES.pdf
http://www.victoriawalks.org.au/Assets/Files/6287%20VWI%20Primary%20Teachers%20Guide%20to%20Walking%20Maps%20LORES.pdf
www.victoriawalks.org.au/smartsteps/families/activitysheets
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Name:

Our historical sites

Name of  
historical site

Other interesting observations:

Why was it built?
Why was it built  
in this location?

What are  
the remaining 
historical features?

What is its  
current use?


